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The  Drawer of Good Intentions




Every home has one.
You know the one I mean — that drawer.
It starts with a spare key and ends up as a time capsule of modern life: takeaway menus, old batteries, and at least one mysterious cable that fits nothing you own.
Every January, we promise to sort it — “This is the year I’ll get organised.”
But somehow, by the end of the month, the drawer is still there… only now it’s hiding a few Christmas receipts and the tax return reminder from HMRC.
Because by the 31st of January, HMRC doesn’t want promises — it wants numbers.
And while it’s too late to change last year’s tax bill, it’s the perfect time to start planning for the next one.
January has a strange kind of energy — part exhaustion, part renewal.
The decorations come down, the fridge looks suspiciously empty, and suddenly we’re ready for a clean slate.
It’s when people start new diets, new diaries, new plans — everything except, quite often, their finances.
But taking stock now — before life speeds up again — is what separates another frantic year from a calmer, more intentional one.
Inheritance Tax, allowances, gifting, estate planning — they all work better with time on your side.
So before life sweeps you back into routine, take ten minutes to do something your future self (and your family) will thank you for:
Review your will, Set up or update your Lasting Power of Attorney, Start your Really Sorted® checklist
This Month’s Tip:
Before you submit your tax return, check if you’re missing any simple allowances:
✅ Marriage allowance transfer (worth up to £252)
✅ ISA top-up before April 5
✅ Charitable gifts for tax relief
✅ Pension contributions to reduce taxable income
Even small changes now can save big headaches next year. These are the small things that quietly make a big difference
And if you’d rather not tackle it alone — that’s what we’re here for.
At Real Money Guide®, we help families get really sorted with practical support on wills, LPAs, and estate planning — without jargon, pressure, or surprises.
📞 Ready to get Really Sorted for 2026?
Visit www.realmoneyguide.co.uk to book your free 15-minute chat — or call us on 0203 633 9545 to start now.
Because peace of mind — like good tax planning — only works if you do it before the deadline.
Warm regards,
Roger Hickman
Founder, Real Money Guide®
General information only – not financial advice.



























































































hello@realmoneyguide.co.uk

https://www.realmoneyguide.co.uk/

02036339545
