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The Day the Keys Went Missing

Let me start with a confession. I’ve lost count of the number of people who’ve told me they’ll “sort things out soon.” Wills, Powers of Attorney, passwords, old accounts — they’re on everyone’s to-do list, usually somewhere between get fit and clear the garage.

That’s why I started Really Sorted, a once-a-month note from Real Money Guide® — part story, part lesson, part nudge — to help you get organised without the guilt or the jargon.

This Month’s Story – “The Day the Keys Went Missing”

Years ago, in a place I was renting, the back-door key had always been a bit temperamental. One evening it finally gave up — the lock jammed just as I stepped outside with the rubbish.

Cue that cold jolt of panic: I realised I’d left the cooker on. I was on the wrong side of a stuck door, listening to time tick louder than any smoke alarm. A locksmith later, I was back inside — a little shaken, a lot wiser.

Not long after, I heard about a family who found themselves “locked out” in a different way: a parent went into hospital, and nobody knew how to access the essential accounts or even who to call first. No passwords. No Power of Attorney. Different door, same feeling.

It reminded me that being financially sorted isn’t about how much money you have, it’s about whether the people who love you can find the keys when it counts.

This Month’s Tip – The Really Sorted Checklist
1. Make (or update) your Will.
2. Set up a Lasting Power of Attorney.
3. List your assets and liabilities.
4. Check your beneficiaries on life insurance, pensions and policies.
5. Keep copies of key documents (and tell someone where they are).
6. Review your digital accounts — social, subscriptions, logins.
7. Nominate one trusted contact who knows your main arrangements.
8. Talk about your wishes with the people who matter. 
9. Cancel or consolidate old accounts you no longer need.
10.Store it all in one “Really Sorted Folder.”
Start anywhere — you’ll immediately feel lighter.

✅ Your Next Step
Copy and download your free Really Sorted Checklist PDF — ten small steps to peace of mind.

Until next month, stay calm — and keep getting Really Sorted.

Warm regards,
Roger Hickman
Founder, Real Money Guide®
General information only – not financial advice.
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